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Drive-Up Banking 
   
Originally known as “Motor Banking,” the 
concept of a drive-up window has been 
credited to Jordan Martin in the 1930s. The 
first recorded use of a drive-up window at a 
bank was at the Grand National Bank in St 
Louis, Missouri, in 1930. At that time, drive-
up tellers were only allowed to process 
deposits. 
 
 In 1963, Mount Vernon Bank & Trust Company moved from its 
original site at 107 First Street W, the building now home to Mount 
Vernon Insurance Agency, to its current location at 206 First St SW. 
A few conveniences built into the new bank building included a drive-
up window and a walk-up window that could be accessed without 
coming into the main lobby.  
 
As the community grew and new 
businesses made Mount Vernon 
their home, the popularity of the 
drive-up window increased. It was 
not uncommon on “payday” 
Fridays to have cars lined up 
around the building and 
overflowing onto First Street.  
 
To accommodate the increased 
drive-up volume, the bank built an 
additional 2-lane drive-up building 
that opened in February 1980. The 
facility was staffed on Fridays, 
Saturdays and when First Street 
was closed due to community 
events.  Beginning in the early 
2000s the volume of customers using the lower drive-up steadily 
declined due to the advent of direct deposit, ATMs, and mobile 
banking.  In fact, except for First Street festivals and community 
events, the lower drive-up has seldom been used over the past 10 years.  
Fast forward to March 2020, the bank closed its lobby due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic and as a result, the lower drive-up was pressed 
back into daily use to better serve 
our onsite customers behind the 
glass partitions.   Who would of 
thought? 
 
The bank was remodeled in 1991 
with the drive-up and walk-up 
windows still being an integral 
part of the design. 
 

Mount Vernon Trivia:  

1. Mount Vernon was first known 
by this name? 
 

2. What was the local name of the 
trail that became a major 
transportation artery between 
Dubuque and Iowa City? 
 

3. In what year did Mount Vernon 
get its permeant name? 

 
4. Mount Vernon became 

incorporated in what year? 
 

5. Cornell College was originally 
known as _____________. 
 

6. In what year did Cornell College 
adopt its current name? 
 

7. The first brick schoolhouse was 
erected in what year? 

 
8. What organization has the 

distinction of being the oldest 
active organization in Mount 

Vernon? 
 

9. What Literary Club has been in 
existence since 1882? 
 

10. This Mount Vernon building 
was completed in 1882 ____. 
 

11. Palisades-Kepler State Park was 

established in ______. 
 

12. What national organization 

built several of the Palisades-
Kepler State Park facilities?   

 

 



Home Equity Options 

 

 
  

 
Mount Vernon Trivia:  

1. Pinhook 
 

2. Military Road or Dillon’s 

Furrow 
 

3. In 1847 a small group of 
Pinhook residents got together 
to rename the community with 
a more patriotic name. 
 

4. 1869 
 

5. Iowa Conference Male and 
Female Seminary. 
 

6. 1855, it was named after 
William W Cornell. 
 

7. 1867 

 
8. The Masonic Order 

 
9. Ingleside Club 

 
10. King’s Chapel, the cornerstone 

was laid in 1876, but one month 
later the contractor went 
bankrupt and skipped town. 
 

11. 1922, with land acquired from 
James S Minott.  In 1928 the 
Board of Conservation accepted 
the gift of property from the 
Louis H Kepler Estate, doubling 
the size of the park. 
 

12. Civilian Conservation Corps.  
The CCC was established a 
camp at Palisades-Kepler State 
Park in July 1934.  The camp of 
200 men closed in 1941. 
 

Source: Mount Vernon Historical 
Preservation Commission website 
mvhpc.org.  
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Want to install a solar system? Need a new deck, siding, or roof? Want 
to upgrade your kitchen? 

Tapping into the equity in your home is a great way to finance such 
projects.  

Mount Vernon Bank & Trust has two products – the Home Equity Loan 
and Home Equity Line of Credit (HELOC). With a Home Equity Loan, 
you apply for a fixed amount, similar to a car loan. A HELOC allows you 

to borrow for a maximum amount you qualify for, and then you have an 
open-ended revolving line of credit. 

In addition to funding home improvements, both products are also a 

way to fund other things – from purchasing a boat to consolidating 

other debt. 


